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Violet Thompson is a hard working Amer-

ican who has seized the opportunity offered by
the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act (JWOD) to ex-
pand her horizons through meaningful employ-
ment. For six decades, JWOD has acted as
an effective and cost-efficient catalyst to open
jobs to people who are blind, like Violet
Thompson. Today, not only is Ms. Thompson
helping to support herself and her family, she
is working in an environment that has helped
to nurture her sense of self-worth and produc-
tivity. ‘‘I feel equal at ABVI-Goodwill . . . I’ve
worked [at] other places and wasn’t treated
the same way,’’ says Ms. Thompson. ‘‘I really,
really love my job.’’

Mr. Speaker, please join me in acknowledg-
ing and congratulating a fine American whose
hard work and perseverance are honored by
this award.
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Mr. DELAY Mr. Speaker, I rise to salute a
true economic success story—the Choctaw In-
dians of Mississippi.

Lead by the dynamic Chief Phillip Martin,
the Choctaw Indians, using the power of the
free market and the philosophy of individual
freedom, have improved the life of the mem-
bers of the tribe and the surrounding commu-
nity.

For over 150 years, the tribe was mired in
the deepest poverty imaginable. Unemploy-
ment was often as high as 75 percent. Life ex-
pectancy was only 45 years and local edu-
cation stopped at the sixth grade.

But lead by Chief Martin, the Choctaw Indi-
ans have seized the power of self-determina-
tion and economic freedom. By relying on the
power of the market and not the power of gov-
ernment the Choctaws have become an eco-
nomic powerhouse. Through their ingenuity
and hard work, Chief Martin and the Choctaws
have established a new paradigm of success
for all Native Americans.

I urge other citizens who wish to better their
lives to view the tribe as a model for success.
The Choctaws are a powerful example of the
miracles that personal freedom can work in
the lives of all Americans.
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Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to comment on the Exhibition: Linus
Pauling and the Twentieth Century and to rec-
ognize the man whose hard work and dedica-
tion led to the opening of this special exhi-
bition. The exhibition will open in San Fran-
cisco on September 20, 1998 before touring
other sites.

This national touring exhibition is dedicated
to the late Dr. Linus Pauling, the great Amer-
ican scientist, for his extraordinary contribu-
tions to science and humanity. In 1954, Dr.
Pauling received the Nobel prize in chemistry
for his discovery of the nature of the chemical
bond. He also won the Nobel Peace Prize in
1962 for his efforts to ban the testing of nu-
clear weapons. Dr. Pauling, the only person to
receive two unshared Nobel prizes, continued
to work for a healthier and more peaceful
world until his death in 1994 at the age of 93.

The exhibition is designed to inspire audi-
ences of all ages with the life of one of the
greatest scientists and humanitarians of this
century. It will feature Dr. Pauling’s achieve-
ments in science and his efforts to promote
peace. With an educational emphasis on
grades 6–12, the exhibition will provide an ex-
cellent opportunity to teach our children about
the important role scientists can play in the
progress of human culture and world peace.

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the role of
Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, President of the Soka
Gakkai International, for his initiative in orga-
nizing this special exhibition. Dr. Ikeda, an
internationally recognized peace activist, de-
veloped a deep friendship with Dr. Pauling
during the final years of his life. Their dia-
logue, spanning the subjects of sciences, hu-
manity, war and peace, was eventually pub-
lished in 1992 in a book titled ‘‘A Life Long
Quest for Peace.’’

Mr. Speaker, I take great pride in supporting
this exhibition to promote the legacy of Dr.
Linus Pauling in the U.S. and around the
world. I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the opening of the Exhibition: Linus Pau-
ling and the Twentieth Century.
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Mr. PARKER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I come to the floor today to pay trib-
ute to one of Mississippi’s finest and most
dedicated leaders, Chief Phillip Martin of the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. The
special vision of Chief Martin has enabled the
Choctaw tribe to rise out of deep poverty to
become a thriving economic force in my state.

As Representative from the 4th District of
Mississippi, I have been able to get to know
Chief Martin and observe firsthand his dy-
namic leadership and entrepreneurial savvy.

Chief Martin is known for his hard work to
move the Choctaw Tribe closer to a self-reli-
ant, self-empowerment tribe. Chief Martin is
convinced that through private enterprise, the
Choctaw Tribe will continue to prosper.

It is an honor for me to stand here today to
praise and thank Chief Martin and the Choc-
taw Indians for their contributions to the great
state of Mississippi.
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in recognition of the 1998
Boettcher Foundation Scholarship winners.
Each year the Boettcher Foundation grants 40
merit-based scholarships to superior young
people from Colorado high schools. Begun in
1952 as a statewide competition recognizing
scholarship, leadership and achievement by
young men and women, the program seeks to
reward outstanding high school seniors who
demonstrate the potential to make significant
contributions to Colorado. Since the program’s
inception, the Foundation has awarded 1779
scholarships. The Boettcher Scholarship Pro-
gram is budgeted at $1,600,000 annually and
is one of the largest private scholarship pro-
grams in the state, and one of the leading
merit scholarship programs in the nation.

These awards cover virtually all college ex-
penses for recipients who choose to further
their education in their home state of Colo-
rado. The scholarships consist of full tuition,
fees, and book allowance, and a $2,800 an-
nual stipend for living expenses. The scholar-
ships are granted for eight semesters at either
a public or private four-year college or univer-
sity within the state as long as the scholar
maintains a minimum GPA of 3.0.

Selection is strictly ‘‘merit-based,’’ allowing
all seniors in Colorado to compete based upon
their individual accomplishments. This year’s
scholarship winners were selected from ap-
proximately 750 applicants on the basis of
their academic performance, demonstrated
ability, outstanding character and their partici-
pation and leadership in both school and com-
munity activities. The minimum eligibility re-
quirements to apply include the following: Stu-
dents must rank among the top 5% of their
graduating class, have a score of at least
1200 on the SAT or 27 ACT, be a U.S. citizen
and a Colorado resident for their junior and
senior year of high school.

I congratulate all the 1998 Boettcher Foun-
dation scholarship winners and their parents,
and hereby recognize those residing in my
district: Ryan Avery of Ft. Collins, son of Mark
and Cynthia Avery; Kristin Bjornsen of Ft. Col-
lins, daughter of Robert and Mary Ann
Bjornsen; Charity Hermes of Elbert, daughter
of Steven and Rose Hermes; Ryan Johnson of
Eaton, son of John and Deanne Johnson; Jen-
nifer Malers of La Junta, daughter of Ralf and
Linda Malers; Regina Mattie of Trinidad,
daughter of Anthony and Lucille Mattie; Susan
Nicholson of Aurora, daughter of Roger and
Mary Kathleen Dykstra; Scott Wilkinson of Ft.
Collins, son of Eric and Janice Wilkinson; and
Jordan Willeke of Otis, son of Leland and
Denise Willeke,

The Trustees of Boettcher Foundation are:
Mrs. Charles Boettcher, II, E. Atwell Gilman,
A. Barry Hirschfeld, Edward Lehman, Harry T.
Lewis, Jr., Claudia Boettcher Merthan, John C.
Mitchell, J. William Sorensen and George M.
Wilfley.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the Boettcher
Foundation Scholarship winners on their suc-
cesses and look forward to their leadership of
Colorado.
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